Cottonwood Newsletter
October 2022
Schedule of Events and Field
Trips

10/10 - Visit to the Emerson
Cultural Center Gallery for a tour
of their exhibits and a follow up
art class 1:30-3:00. Bring a $1
for the cost of the materials for the
art lesson. Pick up will be at the
front
• steps of the Emerson (111
S Grand Ave.), at 3:00.
10/13-STEM Class 1:00-3:00 with
MSU Ed. undergraduate student
10/17-Book Mobile/car 1:30-2:30
10/20& 10/21 - NO SCHOO
10/24 - Rock Climbing P.E. at
Spire (13 Enterprise Blvd, off of
Stucky Rd.) 1:30-3:00. Pick up will
be there at 3:00. Please be on
time! Please make sure your child
has a current waiver at Spire
online spireclimbingcenter.com/
waiver
10/27- Indian Education for All
class with Kim Quigley from
Humanities Montana 1:00-3:00
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10/28- Historical Halloween
2:30 -3:20 Please sign up for an
item to bring on parent board. All
are welcome, historical costumes
are encouraged for parents too!

HISTORICAL HALLOWEEN
We will have our Historical Halloween Party on Friday,
October 28th 2:30-3:20. Students will be choosing a
deceased or living famous person who has impacted
society in a positive way. Think inventors, scientist,
writers, artists, leaders, naturalist, musicians,
composers etc… They dress up as that person and give a
short (max 1 min.) presentation on the life of that
chosen person (who, when and where she/he lived/s,
what did she/he do to become famous) starting at 2:30.
Parents write or print report for kindergarten students,
highlight information and they can try to memorize
some of it. We will assist K students presenting their
speech. Please have students practice their
presentation at home. Let us know if you have any
questions.
Students bring their costumes in the morning and get
ready in the afternoon between 1:30-2:30.
We will have some quick games and sit down for treats
afterwards. Parents are invited to come and join us!
Please sign up for an item you can bring bring to our
little party and drop it off in the morning of the 28th.

We are continuing with our Project Archeology
classes learning how archeologist use data, evidence
and classification to answer their questions about
past lifeways. We will look at importance of context
and apply it in decision making about an
archeological site. We will study artifacts and
historic photographs to learn how to answer
questions about the past.

Please make sure your child is appropriately dressed
for the weather, we do go outside and stay out for a
length of time everyday.

Updates From Our Classrooms
The lower elementary is humming with lessons from simple to dynamic addition, phonics boxes,
word study and grammar boxes and so on. The students have been enjoying science and history
activities on which we will be continuing this month like fundamental needs of people (clothing),
concept of time, and experimenting with principles of solids, liquids and gas. K will experiment
with properties using touch. We will dive into the study of Continents (K), North America (1st),
and the United States. (2nd)
In math K we will continue on adding with the colored beads, 1st with dynamic addition with the
stamp game, and 2nd with multiplication with the large bead frame. K will be introduced to the
decimal system with teens and ten boards. Number sense will be again the focus in all grades for
this month including bead chains, comparing numbers, and odd/even/cardinal/ordinal numbers,
rounding, and estimating. 2nd grade will explore more mental math, properties of addition and
subtraction, fact families, and inverse operations to help memorize math facts.
First grade students need to be practicing addition facts within 10, and 2nd grade within
20, at home too. Use just oral games or flashcards. Math will be a lot easier and faster
with memorizing all the facts!
In language we are on the move in the grammar boxes with article and in word study with prefix .
Mechanics of our language will include discussing and reviewing end punctuation and their usage,
also practicing singular and plural rules. K will be plunging into middle and end vowel sounds,
learning more letter sounds, rhyming, and building some CVC words with the moveable alphabet.
Every student should be reading for 15-20 minutes at home. K should practice writing
lowercase letters and numbers, and recognizing letter sounds: p,a,n,i, m,e,t,c, h,o,f,b,
g,r,s,u, and the new ones for this month j,d,k,l, w,x,y,z(write letters and show pictures/objects
with it, b-bear, ask “What sound does this letter make?”). In botany and zoology: animal kingdom,
food chains, vertebrates/invertebrates, root and leaf studies, and plant life cycles are on stage.
In Cosmic Education we are onto the second Great Lesson, the Coming of Life and its follow up
lessons. We looked at our interactive timeline with fossils, we will learn about the Clock of the
Eras, and roll out the “Black Strip”. We will continue with the Coming of Humans and discuss
B.C. and A.D. on our history timeline.
Everyone in upper elementary has gotten used to our morning work period. Students have been
working hard in both lessons and their independent work.
In math, 3rd grade will be learning more about division using long division material, word
problems, and patterns. 4th grade is looking at multiples/factors along with number/shape
patterns. 5th grade is starting powers of 10 and decimals this month.
In ELA, third graders will be practicing drawing conclusions from characters' actions and text/
graphic features. For grammar, third graders will be focusing on definite and indefinite articles.
Fourth graders will be looking at cause and effect along with fact and opinion. They will also be
looking at pronouns. Fifth graders will be practicing determining a story’s theme as well as
linking verbs. Spelling tests will still be on Fridays. Some students are focusing on spelling
patterns/rules while others are diving into common prefixes and suffixes. October reading logs
will be coming home for students to record books they read at home. Students also started an
animal research project this week that they will turn into an informational text.
In science, we will be continuing the Dinosaurs and Fossils FOSS kit. Students will look at how
information can be discovered about animals from bones and fossils as well as dinosaur names
and classifications.
This month in social studies we will be continuing geography by looking at the earth’s continents,
biomes, and climates.

